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FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL CIO 

Minutes of Meeting Held on 4th November at 8pm in the Village Hall 

Present: Ian Critchley (IC), Christine Denton (CD), Wendy Budd (WB), Mick Stiff (MS), Glynis Lowdon 

(GL), Melanie Walsh (MW) and Helen Metcalfe (HM) 

1. Apologies: Cass Miller Jones (CMJ), Colin Smith (CS), James Greenlay (JG) 

 
2.  Declarations of Interest: GL is a member of St. Olave’s PCC 

 
3. Decisions Taken Since Last Meeting: to decline the offer to organise a Blues/Rock Evening as a 

fundraiser for the Village but the CIO will run the bar for its funds. 

 
4. Minutes of Meeting Held on 7th October: agreed as a true record. CMJ to sign at the next 

meeting. 

 
5.  Matters Arising from the Minutes Not Covered by the Agenda 

5.1. Rainbows and Brownies: will be starting shortly, bookings are in place. The leader would 

prefer to pay in arrears at the end of each term but this is not the normal practice. WB to 

sort arrange invoices and payment.. 

5.2. Easy Funding Access: CD still to reset her password and change the email in order to access 

the account., 

5.3. Shared Storage: JG still to set a date for the set up session. 

5.4. Questionnaire for Residents: HM has circulated the previous survey of users of the Hall. JG 

will use it to formulate one for all residents. 

5.5. Community Fridge Weekend Payment: Last year the payment was £130, hire charges for 3 

days would amount to just over £200. Following discussion, a majority of trustees Agreed 

that the Community Fridge be charged £170 for the weekend of 13th, 14th, 15th December. 

5.6. What’s On Poster: The latest draft, not including the Make Up Evening, was approved for 

printing and distribution. Trustees agreed that The Blues Evening should stand because, 

although it is a private function, it is a ticket selling event. Carols on the Green has not been 

included as it is not a FVH event and publicity will be separate. 

 

6. Finances 

6.1. Report on Accounts: Accounts to the end of October had been circulated, along with 

accompanying notes (see attached).  She pointed out that changing to the Cooperative Bank 

has meant that interest rates and investments were lower. 

6.2. Revised Budget: WB will be away for two weeks in December so she will put together a 

proposal for a draft budget for 2026 for a wider debate at the next meeting. End of Year 

Accounts will be available for the January meeting.  

6.3. Water Account: This shows a credit of £31 at 16th October. A new meter reading will be 

submitted shortly. The contract is in the process of being agreed. 
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6.4. Zettle Log In: Since PayPal has taken over and renamed Zettle, there is a danger it may 

automatically log us out if a log- in has been active for a long time.  An email would be sent 

to WB and CS only, making it potentially difficult to resume using it. Following discussion, it 

was Agreed that present use should continue, with no individual log-ins via mobile phones.   

 
7. Governance 

7.1. Bookings: WB had circulated a report on bookings until the end of December. (see attached) 

7.2. Charity Commission: HM will be updating the entries following MW’s appointment as a 

trustee. The Newsletter had been circulated and no actions are necessary.  

 
8. Table Tennis Update: 

The club is thriving, with enough members to split into two groups.  IC is now looking to start a 
daytime session for those who enjoy playing for fun, not competitively.  The S106 money is slow 
in coming, although it is in the process of being allocated to the CIO. IC expressed concern about 
the state of the floor which is prone to sweating and could be dangerous. To minimise the risk of 
condensation and sweating all heaters are turned off during the sessions. The cost of the 
required matting would be around £1300, which could come from CIO funds until S106 money is 
forthcoming.  Table Tennis England covers insurance for accidents for those players above 
12years old.  Safeguarding procedures are in place. 
 

9. Progress Towards a New Hall  

9.1. Meeting with Playing Field Committee: Daniel Kimber was unable to attend the meeting 

due to personal circumstances but is keen to meet and share information.  He will attend the 

next meeting. HM asked how many of the trustees present would be prepared, in principle, 

to join with the PFC with a view to providing a new community hall catering for all village 

needs, both sporting and otherwise. Five trustees thought that this was a way forward, 

albeit with reservations about the availability of the hall for events when there are sporting 

fixtures.  Two trustees thought there should be more discussion before they could arrive at a 

decision. All acknowledged that there would be difficulties and that, were it to happen, it 

would take a matter of years before a new hall could be built. Following discussion, it was 

Agreed that a meeting of trustees should be arranged, separate from an ordinary meeting, 

with this as the only agenda item, to discuss the pros and cons of joining forces.   

 
10.   Building and Maintenance 

10.1. Floor Cleaning: There was no further information from JG 

10.2. Outdoor Tidy Up: Thanks were expressed to MW for her work. MW has set aside the 

weekend of 29th/30th November to paint the outside of the Hall, weather permitting, 

otherwise she would like to paint the lobby, if any trustees were able to help.  Following 

discussion, it was Agreed that time should be allocated early in 2026 for decorating the 

inside of the Hall. 

10.3. Curtains: MW suggested that the CIO have its own curtains to save having to borrow those 

of Frets and Strings for events.  MS and MW will investigate and report to the next meeting 
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11. Past and Future Events 

After Summer Supper was very successful and raised £791.20 for New Hall Funds 
11.1. Blues/Rock Evening: CD will organise a bar rota for one-hour shifts and circulate it. 
11.2. Make Up Evening has been cancelled owing to the artist’s work commitments 
11.3. Christmas Events are in hand 
11.4. Village Talent Show: Kerry Mellor will organise this to raise funds for the Village 

Hall. HM to inform her of trustees’ approval to go ahead. 
11.5. Rock Choir CD will  organise for June 2026 

 

12. Any Other Business: None 

 
13. Next Meeting: Tuesday, 2nd December 2025 at 8pm in the Village Hall.  
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