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FRITWELL VILLAGE HALL CIO 

 
Minutes of Meeting Held on 6th August 2024 at 8pm in the Village Hall 

This meeting was primarily to finalise organisation of the Flower Show.  The Chair of the Parish 

Council attended to give Trustees information on how the Council could help towards the funding of 

the New Hall, as it had been omitted from the Agenda of the last Parish Council Meeting. 

Present: Cass Miller Jones (CMJ), Helen Metcalfe (HM), Colin Smith (CS), Mick Stiff (MS), Gail Barnhill 

(GB) Glynis Lowdon (GL) 

1. Apologies: Ian Critchley (IC), Christine Denton (CD), Vivienne Harding (VH) 

 
2. Chair of Parish Council, Jon Boyce 

The Council could help with funding in two ways: 

• By using powers given to Councils under Section 137 of the Local Government Act to 
spend a limited amount of money for purposes for which they have no other statutory 
powers.  It allows Councils to spend money on projects that will benefit some or all of 
the residents. The amount available to spend is calculated as £9.93 per member of the 
electorate as identified on the Register of Electors.  This would be around £2859, would 
have to come out of Council reserves and could be on an annual basis, provided there is 
sufficient in the reserves. Decision to use S137 would be by a simple majority of the 
Councillors at a meeting. 

• By making a loan under the PWLB.  The grant is the exclusive right of the Secretary of 
State and there is a specific process of how to pay for it.  The decision to borrow has to 
be a unanimous decision of the Council and applications have to be taken to the 
residents for approval; decision would be by a majority vote in a referendum. Loans can 
be for a maximum of 50 years.  A loan of £50K over 50 years would mean a half yearly 
payment of £2,900pa. The precept would have to raised in order to be able to do this. 
(GB stated that the CIO profits are £5,500 pa, new hall costs will be lower so the 
repayments could be made by the CIO).  Any loan would be for topping up any shortfall 
at the end of the project only. 

 
He is trying to set up an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council before the September meeting 
to discuss the Churchyard and he will add the Village Hall to the Agenda. Otherwise, he will 
ask the Council to pledge the use of Section 137 at the September meeting. 
The Chair is also meeting with Oxon CC along with IC to discuss the dispersal of unspent 

S106 money.  
 

Trustees thanked the Chair for all he is doing to help the CIO. 

3. Flower Show 

HM distributed and talked through an update on the Flower Show organisation. Trustees 
Agreed to purchase two banners to advertise the event. 
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4. Any other Business 

4.1. Links have been put on the website guiding new residents to other events in the village 

4.2. A suggestion that the Bookings section of the website should have an extra question on why 

the Hall is being booked. 

 
5. Next Meeting:  Tuesday, 3rd September at 8pm in the Village Hall  
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